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Oxfam and partners delivered significant achievements 
during the first quarter of 2019, amidst a backdrop of 
a deteriorating humanitarian situation in Somalia and 
Somaliland, as drought intensifies. Water sources are 
drying up and those in need of humanitarian assis-
tance are increasing by hundreds of thousands.

Key achievements include inauguration of a new Dutch 
Relief Alliance programme funded by the Dutch Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs, NAGAAD’s launch of the Somali-
land Gender Gap Assessment and extensive advocacy 
for debt cancellation for Somalia, while our existing  
humanitarian and development programmes continued 
delivery of diverse interventions, particularly support-
ing women and youth.

As we head in to the second quarter of 2019, the issue 
of drought looms large, yet we also see the hope,
optimism and tangible change being driven by youth, 
civil society and others to address a diversity of issues 
and ensure a more equitable Somalia and Somaliland 

Read in further depth about the injustice of Somalia’s 
debt, Somali women demanding justice, youth trans-
forming Somaliland and Oxfam’s warning of intensifying 
drought exacerbating the humanitarian crisis for many 
Somalis. 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter or more regular 
updates.

Children collecting water from a shallow well in Doholaha village, Sool Region 
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https://heca.oxfam.org/policy_paper/somalilands-gender-gap-assessment
https://heca.oxfam.org/policy_paper/somalilands-gender-gap-assessment
https://heca.oxfam.org/debt-noose-around-somalia%E2%80%99s-future
https://heca.oxfam.org/debt-noose-around-somalia%E2%80%99s-future
https://heca.oxfam.org/somali-women-peace-and-justice
https://heca.oxfam.org/energised-and-motivated-youth-transforming-somaliland
https://heca.oxfam.org/energised-and-motivated-youth-transforming-somaliland
https://heca.oxfam.org/press_release/poor-rains-persisting-drought-deepens-crisis-somalia-and-somaliland
https://www.facebook.com/OxfaminSomalia/
https://twitter.com/OxfamInSOM


Two desalination units are fully operational, 
turning highly saline, undrinkable water into 
fresh ‘sweet’ water, with capacity for 720 litres 
per hour.

Humanitarian Programme

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH)

As Somalia and Somaliland face 
extreme, persistent drought, WASH 
activities are critical for addressing 
the growing water crisis

Addressing high rates of malnutrition 
and absent livelihoods due to 
widespread loss of livestock due to 
drought, Oxfam is delivering a diversity 
of food security and livelihood 
interventions. Without rain, recovery 
remains immensely challenging.

Oxfam in Somalia focuses on safe 
programming and community 
awareness to enhance safe and 
dignified access to humanitarian 
assistance. This includes 
mainstreaming of protection 
approaches across our humanitarian 
work, in addition to standalone 
activities

81,917

194,256

The finishing touches were put on solar 
systems, with nine water supply systems 
‘solarised’ throughout 2018, ensuring 
sustainability and low running costs.

40 community animal health workers treated 
and vaccinated 72,000 head of livestock, 
improving resistance to diseases. Oxfam 
provided training and kits.

Refresher trainings for community health 
volunteers to promote positive health 
practices, such as hand washing and latrine 
use.

Preparations for the implementation of new 
programme with the Dutch Relief Alliance, 
delivering WASH solutions throughout Sool and 
Sanaag.

Disaster risk reduction and early warning 
systems were strengthened in collaboration 
with government agency NADFOR, building 
upon previous lessons learned.

 EMERGENCY food security & livelihoods
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Water Sanitation & Hygiene

Food security

Protection

Sool 
184,900

Togdheer 
49,931

Sanaag 
108,254

384,485

108,312

People reached 
since the start of 
the response

Nugaal 
39,000

Awdal 
24,000

Women

Men

Children
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Development Programme

Oxfam’s development programme focuses primarily 
on women and youth around thematic areas of civic  
engagement, economic inclusion and access to  
justice, across Somaliland. 

The programme is delivered in close partnership with 
HAVOYOCO, Innovate Ventures, NAGAAD, SHAQODOON, 
SONYO and University of Hargeisa Legal Aid Clinic, 
with funding from the Dutch Government, European  
Union and Oxfam affiliates. 

Some of the key highlights include:

• Commemoration of National Youth Day with SONYO, 
SOS, Government officials, elders, private sector 
and many more, recognising the importance of 
youth for driving change and the need for address-
ing youth needs.

• Training for emerging women leaders in rural are-
as, with an aim towards supporting them to take 
on increasingly influential leadership positions in 
society and politics.

• NAGAAD delivered training for 35 women political  
candidates on campaign strategising, leadership 
and other political skills.

“We work in remote areas and you see Community Development  
Committees that now involve women, where they can talk about their 
rights and needs for women’s education. Before, women couldn’t even 
talk about their rights. Women are developing attitudes and confi-
dence. This was caused by a lot of lobbying, awareness raising and  
campaigning in rural and remote areas,”  explains Farah from Oxfam 
Partner NAGAAD.   

“One of the biggest benefits (of the activities) was 
understanding the role of women in leadership and 
including women in community decision making. 
Here, we have 13 elected representatives and they 
are all men. If even five were women, it would be much  
better” says Ayaan.

“After the leadership training, we understand  
leadership principles and how to be effective. It gave 
us confidence in our skills and led to us organising 
the conference with the elders,” adds Hussein. 

Ayan and Hussien participated in leadership training 
provided by Oxfam partner Sonyo.



• In solidarity with the Debt Cancellation Working 
Group, a high-level side event and related advocacy 
at the African Union Summit, calling for expedited, 
full debt cancellation for Somalia, resulting in an AU 
call for debt relief for Somalia.

• Launch of the Somaliland Gender Gap Assessment 
by NAGAAD with support from Oxfam. The 
assessment details widespread gender inequality, 
most pronounced in politics, but substantial across 

all assessed areas. 
• Spanish actor Miguel Angel Muñoz visited Oxfam’s 

work to raise awareness about the impacts of 
drought, and to urge action on climate change.

• Warning of the continuing drought intensifying 
hardship for communities, particularly in eastern 
Somaliland, and the need for early, concerted 
action to minimise negative impacts.
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Influencing and Communications

Bridging both humanitarian and development, Oxfam has a major focus on influencing and research to identify 
and address systemic causes of injustice. Key highlights include:

“We get lots of benefit from the water kiosk. Firstly, it’s very close to the front of my house. I can fill jerry cans 
at anytime, so I don’t need many jerry cans. I collect water four times per day for our household’s cleaning, 
laundry and other uses. Where I used to collect water was 40 minutes away. We would collect water by hand 
and carry it without donkeys. Only sometimes would we use donkeys. It would take 40 minutes there and 40 
minutes back.

Now, with the spare time, I do household chores and support my children. It would be difficult to prepare food 
for them before, but now it’s easier. I feed them before school,” explains Caasha Xasan in relation to the water 
kiosk system, which HAVOYOCO and Oxfam installed. 

www.oxfam.org/somalia
Ahmed Dhagax District, Hargeisa. 
Ph. +252 523119

www.oxfam.org/somalia

